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Buddha. The Buddhist sacred texts were held in great honoiir
and regularly studied. Ram Kamheng's known dates are 1&83 and
nm AD. but we have no exact idea of the reign-period of the king.

Of his son .and successor Lo-Thai (Lodaiya) we do not know
any, thing. Lo-Thai's son Lu-Thai (Lidaiya) served as a regent
during his father's reign for seven years (1340-1347 AD.) and was
formally consecrated to the throne in 1347 AD. under the title
Sri Suryavamsa Rama Mahadharma-rajadhiraja, He was a Buddhist
and studied Vinaya, Abhidharma and fyotisha. He set up images
of Vishnu and Siva, and in 1361 AD. invited a learned Buddhist
priest from Ceylon to his capital. He was a pious king devoted
to religious activities, but was unable to keep his hold upon the
extensive dominions conquered by Ram Kamheng. The Thai
principality of Suwanpuni or Utong, which took the place of old
Lopburi after conquering it, gradually became a powerful rival and
annexed a part of the kingdom of Sukhodaya. In 1350, the ruler
of Utong founded a new capital called Ayodhya (Ayuthia) and
formally proclaimed himself to be. an independent king under the
title Ramadhipati. Henceforth, the kingdom of Ayodhya! takes the
place of Sukhodaya as the leading Thai state in Siam. Rulers of
Sukhodaya, shorn of power and glory, at first became vassals of
Ayodhya, and were gradually reduced to the position of hereditary
governors of Sukhodaya. The kingdom of Ayodhya gradually
extended its authority over Laos and a krge part of Cambodia,
but suffered serious defeats in the hand of Burmese kings. Having
passed through periods of power and glory as well as reverses and
misfortunes, it has continued down to our own times. The, city of
Ayodhya was destroyed in course of the Burmese invasion ,of
1767 AD., and the capital was removed to Bangkok, which still
occupies the same position.

The Thais were partially Hinduised even in their original
homes, as already noted above. After the conquest of Siam they
imbibed the Indian culture and civilisation, which was already
flourishing in the land. The people and rulers of Sukhodaya and
Ayodhya were followers of Buddhism, and this js still the religion
of the country. The Pali was the sacred language, and in the IStfe
and 16th centuries historical Chronicles and otfeer texts were written
in this language. Thus Siam, like Burma, has still p^serrcdi the
Indian culture through language, literature, art and *e%iofi.
Further, we find the same tendency as in Burma to give Indmn
names to cities and to connect the history with events recorded
in the legends of the Buddha.

The Thai rulers of Siam also showed great ^eal in

temples and  images.   The Thai  art,  though  Intneneed by the